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LOCAL HEADBANGER BRINGS THE ROCK TO EVITA

                                                Who needs American Idol? Tomorrow’s biggest musical stars are right here in Turtle Bay, performing Andrew Lloyd Webber’s spectacular rock-opera “Evita” at the Hale Hall Drama Center. Rehearsals begin this week for the recently named lead actors Laura Jennsen, star of last spring’s production of “Candide” and newcomer to the stage, Harold Stein.

                                                Fans may remember Jennsen’s operatic voice from her role as Lady Cunegonde in “Candide.” She’s traded her French accent for an Argentine dialect in her new role as Eva Peron. “This is the kind of music people expect from Harold,” says Jennsen, “but I can rock with the best of them.” Harold Stein, who many Turtle Bay residents will recognize from his days in metal band Deadwood, plays Che, the story’s narrator and lead male role. Jack Wedgewood stars as Argentine dictator Juan Peron, with Professor Dale Levensan directing. 
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                                              “Evita” is based on the real life of Eva Peron, wife of Argentine president Juan Peron. An actress-turned-“spirit of the new Argentina,” Peron was a beloved first lady, running several charities and figure heading many public causes. Her glamorous image and allegations of fascism have cemented her place as one of history’s most memorable women.

                                     The Turtle Bay Chamber Ensemble, known for their classical performances, are getting a rock n’ roll make over for their role as musical accompaniment. The ensemble will be rocking out Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice’s score “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina” among many others.  

                                      Rehearsals begin March 8 for the young actors, a rigorous daily routine leading up to a preview performance on Wed., April 14. “Evita” officially opens the next night, Thurs,, April 15th and plays Thurs., Fri. and Sat. nights with 2:30 matinees on Sat. and Sun. for two weeks. 

                                   Tickets go on sale next Tues. for $10 at the Hale Hall Drama center box office. The box office is open Tues. through Sat. from 10 a.m. until 9 p.m. Call 309-333-9900 for more information or to purchase tickets. 
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